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CONFIDENTIAL BANGKOK 20161 

FOLLOWING TELEGRAM ORIG FROM UDORN SEPT 10, ACTION BANGKOK 
INFO VIENTIANE, HEREWITH RPTD FOR YOUR INFO: QTE: 

CONFIDENTIAL UDORN 0152 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: SREF TH LA 

SUBJECT: NONG KHAI REFUGEE SITUATION 

REF: (A) UDORN 0144 (B) UDORN 0150 (C) UDORN 0151 

1 . CONREP VISITED NONG KHAI BORDER POINT AND THA BO 
DISTRICT TOWN SEPTEMBER 9 AND 10 AND OBTAINED FOL- 
LOWING INFORMATION: 

2. STATUS OF 69 REFUGEES REMAINS UNCHANGED. IN VIEW 
OF FORNMIN UPADIT'S STATEMENT TO PRESS SEPTEMBER 7 
THAT NO ACTION REGARDING THEIR CASE WOULD BE TAKEN 
UNTIL HIS RETURN FROM JAPAN, AS REPORTED PARA1 REF B, 

WE SUGGEST, UNLESS EMBASSY BANGKOK BELIEVES IT IS 
NECESSARY, THAT WE SUSPEND OUR DAILY REPORTS ON THIS 
GROUP OF REFUGEES. WE WILL ATTEMPT, OF COURSE, TO KEEP 
YOU INFORMED SHOULD THIS SITUATION BECOME ACTIVE 
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AGAIN IN THE FUTURE. 

3. IN A RELATED DEVELOPMENT, NONG KHAI IMMIGRATION 
OFFICE CONFIRMED TO CONREP SEPTEMBER 10 SUBSTANCE OF 
BANGKOK POST SEPTEMBER 9 REPORT THAT THAI OFFICIALS 
TURNED BACK ONE SINO-LAO AND FOUR LOWLAND ETHNIC LAO 
(THREE ADULTS AND ONE CHILD) WHO ATTEMPTED TO ENTER 
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NONG KHAI BORDER POINT VIA RIVER TAXI FROM THA DEUA. 
THIS MAKES TOTAL OF APPROXIMATELY 35-40 REFUGEES 
THAT HAVE BEEN DENIED ENTRY AT NONG KHAI BORDER 
CROSSING DURING LAST TEN DAYS. 

4. AT SAME TIME IMMIGRATION OFFICE INFORMED CONREP 

THAT THEY HAVE PERMITTED FPVZH SINO-LAO AND THREE 
LOWLAND ETHNIC LAO WITH BORDER PASSES TO ENTER NONG 
KHAI TOHVISIT RELATIVES AND TRADE FOR THREE DAY . 
HOWEVER, AS PART OF NEW IMMIGRATION PROCEDURES, 
THESE VISITORS HAD TO DEPOSIT BONDS OF 20,000 BAHT 
PER ADULT AND 10,000 BAHT PER CHILD WITH IMMIGRATION 
OFFICIALS WHICH THEY WILL FORFEIT IF THEY DO NOT 
RETURN TO LAOS WITHIN THE ALLOTTED THREE DAYS. 

5. DURING TRIP TO THA BO DISTRICT TOWN, NONG KHAI 
PROVINCE, EPTEMBER 9, DEPUTY DISTRICT POLICE CHIEF 
TOLD CONREP THAT THERE WAS NO RPT NO TRUTH TO 
BANGKOK WORLD REPORT SEPTEMBER 8, THAT 180 SINO-LAO, 
VIETNAMESE-LAO AND LOWLAND ETHNIC LAO ARE UNDER 
DETENTION AT DISTRICT POLICE STATION AWAITING REPAT- 
RIATION TO LAOS. DEPUTY DISTRICT POLICE CHIEF STATED 
THAT HE PRESENTLY HAD IN HIS CUSTODY 51 REFUGEES 
FROM LAOS ALL OF WHOM, EXCEPT FOR TEN VIETNAMESE-LAO, 
ARE ETHNIC LAO. 
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6. HE SAID THAT THIS GROUP OF REFUGEES, WHO FLED 
TO THA BO FROM VIENTIANE THIS PAST WEEK, CROSSED 
MEKONG RIVER AT NIGHT IN SMALL BOATS WITHOUT PERMISSION 
FROM LPDR AUTHORITIES. HE ADDED THAT REFUGEES SAID 
THEY HAD HIRED GUIDES TO TAKE THEM ACROSS THE RIVER 
WHO CHARGED THEM ABOUT 1500 BAHT PER PERSON. 

7. DEPUTY DISTRICT POLICE CHIEF STATED FURTHER THAT 
THESE REFUGEES ARE BEING PROCESSED IN STANDARD MANNER 
AS ILLEGAL ENTRANTS. HE SAID THAT HE HAS RECEIVED 

NO RPT NO INSTRUCTIONS TO SEND THEM BACK TO LAOS. 

8. WITH REGARD TO RATE OF REFUGEE INFLUX, DEPUTY 
DISTRICT POLICE CHIEF SAID THAT REFUGEE ARRIVALS 
PICKED UP BY POLICE HAVE BEEN AVERAGING 2-3 PER DAY 
AND 75-100 PER MONTH. HOWEVER, HE NOTED THAT IN AUGUST 
NUMBER OF NEW ARRIVALS INCREASED TO 220. 

WHEN QUERIED CONCERNING HIS IMPRESSION OF REFUGEES' 
MOTIVATION IN FLEEING TO THAILAND. HE STATED THAT 
MANY OF THEM APPEAR TO COME IN RESPONSE TO LETTERS 
FROM RELATIVES AND FRIENDS IN NONG KHAI CAMP. HE ALSO 
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NOTED THAT MAJORITY OF REFUGEE ARRIVALS THIS PAST WEEK 
CLAIMED THEY LEFT VIENTIANE BECAUSE THEY FEARED THAT 
PATHET LAO (PL) WERE GOING TO SEND THEM TO NEW 
SEMINAR THIS SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 11. 

9. COMMENT: BASED ON ABOVE, AND AS NOTED PARA 5 REF A, 

RTG POLICY OF TURNING BACK REFUGEES FROM LAOS APPEARS, 
AT PRESENT, TO BE STILL CONFINED TO NONG KHAI BORDER 
POINT. CONREP WHO VISITED BORDER POINT SEPTEMBER 9 
REPORTS THAT NEW STRICT PROCEDURES FOR PROCESSING 
VISITORS TRANSITING IMMIGRATION BUILDING, ARE BEING 
VIGOROUSLY CARRIED OUT. 

10. WITH REGARD TO RATE OF REFUGEE INFLUX WE HOPE 
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TO HAVE BY LATE AFTERNOON SEPTEMBER 12, TABULATION 
OF IMMIGRATION OFFICE MONTHLY FIGURES THIS YEAR FOR 
NONG KHAI CAPITAL DISTRICT AND FOUR OTHER DISTRICTS 
WHICH SERVE AS PRINCIPAL ENTRY POINTS FOR REFUGEES 
ARRIVING IN PROVINCE. ACCORDING TO FIGURES WE HAVE 
ALREADY OBTAINED FOR SRI CHIANG MAI AND THA BO DISTRICTS, 
INCREASE OF REFUGEE ARRIVALS IN AUGUST WAS MARKED 
AND APPEARS TO BE CONTINUING AT SAME LEVEL THUS FAR 
THIS MONTH. 

FINNEY UNQTE WHITEHOUSE 
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